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The Vintage Minor Register
Northern Weekend 

Saturday 28th July 2012
WEARDALE & TEESDALE   (70 miles)

1.
Romaldkirk to Alston via Weardale (with directions from Barnard Castle)
The START of the tour and initial assembly point is the village of ROMALDKIRK, DL12 9EB

 7 miles NW of the County Durham town of BARNARD CASTLE DL12 8PQ 

Directions from Barnard Castle to the START at Romaldkirk :-
From Barnard Castle town centre take the road marked Bowes A67, past the octagonal Butter Market and down a steep hill to the river. Immediately after crossing the stone bridge turn right on the A67
After 100 metres keep straight onto the B6277 towards Teesdale and High Force (brown sign) 

Continue North West on the B6277 through the villages of LARTINGTON and COTHERSTONE to ROMALDKIRK.

Assemble on public road opposite 

THE ROSE & CROWN HOTEL,  ROMALDKIRK, DL12 9EB
from 9.00 am for 9.30 am START

         Total miles from start

From The Rose & Crown, Romaldkirk take Eggleston Lane past the church on the left

0 m


Follow the road through bends to a T-junction. 

Turn R on the B6281 towards Eggleston

Cross the river bridge with traffic lights and continue under an arch.

Pass the entrance to Eggleston Hall on the left 

Turn R at the Y-junction on the B6282
Continue up Folly Bank keeping R (signposted Staindrop and Barnard Castle)


1.2 m
Bear L on the B6282 at the junction (signposted Copley and Woodland)



2.0 m

(black & white bungalow on the right)    Continue over Langleydale Common. 

Continue on the B6282 through the village of WOODLAND 





6.4 m

Turn next L onto a narrow road (signposted Hamsterley 2 miles)





7.5 m
Follow the single track road towards HAMSTERLEY FOREST 







Turn R at the T-junction (signposted Hamsterley) and follow the road, with the forest on the left. 

9.4 m
Take a very tight L turn where a side road doubles back and enters the forest. 
10.4  m


(Green signboard for Hamsterley Forest)

Drive through the forest for about 1 mile

Turn sharp R at a low stonewall and enter the HAMSTERLEY FOREST DRIVE 



12.0 m
Pay at the Toll Booth and follow the drive through the forest. (£3 per car, ticket valid for all car parks.)

A stop can be made at the Visitors Centre, (tea room and small shop with toilets and car parking).
14.0 m

Total miles from start
Leave the forest drive and follow the single track Redford Lane to a junction at Bedburn Cottages.

Turn very sharp L at the junction where the road doubles back up a steep hill Shull Bank.
15.0 m
Head North following signs to Wolsingham.

TAKE EXTRA CARE ON THE VERY STEEP DESCENT INTO WOLSINGHAM. 
18.7 m
Cross the River Wear into WOLSINGHAM DL13 2YS



Turn L at the T-junction onto the A689 (signposted ALSTON). 
19.0 m
Follow the A689 up the Wear Valley towards Alston through…

FROSTERLEY

STANHOPE
24.0 m
ST JOHN’S CHAPEL

IRESHOPEBURN (Weardale Museum and High House Chapel)
32.0 m

WEARHEAD


KILLHOPE, DL13 1AR
36.7 m

NORTH OF ENGLAND LEAD MINING MUSEUM 

The Museum can be visited (allow min. 2 hours)

However this may result in missing any organised arrangements for the lunch stop at Alston (8 miles away)
From the museum continue on the A689 through NENTHEAD 
39.0 m    

Enter the town of ALSTON and follow Front Street down a cobbled bank.
44.0 m
Turn R onto A686 Station Road past a PETROL STATION

Turn L and enter Alston Railway Station Car Park CA9 3JB (Pay parking)
44.5 m
LUNCH STOP. 

(Location in Alston to be advised)
  





2.
Alston to RomaldkirK via Teesdale 

From the Car Park at Alston Railway Station 

Turn R onto A686 Station Road past the PETROL STATION, back towards Alston town centre










Turn L (signposted Town Centre, Barnard Castle B6277) up the cobbled hill through Alston

Keep R on the B6277 (signposted Garrigill, Barnard Castle B6277)

Continue on the B6277 following the Upper Tees Valley through LANGDON BECK
59.0 m


At HIGH FORCE HOTEL AND WATERFALL DL12 0XH  turn L into the Car Park
61.7 m Stop to see the spectacular falls, which are a short walk from the large car park. 

(There is a charge for parking and visiting the falls).

Toilets, refreshments, gift shop etc.

Continue on the B6277 to the town of MIDDLETON-IN-TEESDALE     
66.0 m
(Shops, cafes, tourist information, toilets etc)

Turn R on the B6277 (signposted Scotch Corner B6277, Cotherstone, Romaldkirk)
Continue on the B6277 to starting point at ROMALDKIRK – the end of the route    
70.0 m
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